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Thank you, INDIANAPOLIS!!!
2011 Reunion

“THANK Y @dlandPat Clendenin and Mary Ellen Pankratz for
a fun-filled and memorable reunion. We also thank Travis and Harold

experience it was! The Indianapolis
Downtown Marriott turned out to be an
excellent location. The staff there
extended impeccable hospitality and
treated us like family.

Thanks to the work of Mary Ellen A
Pankratz, the Association received two _
proclamations: the first from Mitch Daniels,

I ndi ana"s governor, and the second from

And thanks to Frank Kuehn for arranging for Russ Eaglin, Veteran Service
Of ficer from the | ndi an atWorlddWsr |l Meteyaosr “ s o f
Medals to our veterans at our general membership meeting.
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% LZ) ; Maness and Kim and Cass Hobbs for taxiing all of us from and back
8 to the airport. And thank you to everyone else who volunteered their
E % = < time in making this yet another successful reunion.
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We had almost thirty 376" veterans in attendance — even more showed up in
It was absolutely astounding to

Dayton when we visited the Air Force Museum.
see the attendance and interest of your families, spouses, and friends — who all
seemed to be having a great time while we celebrated and reminisced your
historic service in World War 1.

We had several attendees who joined our Association this year —
testimony to the fact that your history lives on.

And, for those of you who were unable to attend this year, | want to tell you
that we did not forget you. Many stories were shared and you were
remembered in our reminiscing.

The goal of the 2011 reunion was to focus on you, the 376" veterans who
made it all possible. And what a treat it was to hear your special stories — the
ones shared by many of you at our program on Friday. It was absolutely
amazing to hear the feedback we received
from your spouses and children, the rest of .
your families and all the attendees — they
loved it! Your willingness to share your
history enhances our respect for you and is
the reason we have such a strong desire to
continue the legacy of the 376"™.  We will
do it again next year and give the rest of
you who did not have an opportunity to
speak a chance to share your stories.

Next year we hope to make more time to

more

-

hear the stories from the home front. We
together.
When | met Markus (Max) Reisner in Austria last year while visiting Frank and
Annemarie Kuehn, | could not help thinking that it would be miraculous if we
could have him attend a 376" reunion. He is a member of the Austrian military
and a historian who has spent years
researching and publishing his book
“Bomben auf Wiener Neus
Bombing of Wiener Neust
my dream came true, thanks to the
generosity of Frank and Annemarie.
Max was our special guest this year.
He gave an excellent presentation at
our Friday night dinner and shared
more history with us on Saturday
evening. It was an awesome
: experience to be able to interact with
Max during the reunion. And, he had a great tlme too. He really appreciated
having the opportunity to meet with all the 376" veterans and their families.
Again, | can“t say enough words of thanks
making Max"s attendance possible.
Our special trips and tours turned out fantastic. What a treat it was to see all
the sights in Indianapolis, eat at a famous German restaurant (even Max thought
it was authentic), visit the Indianapolis 500 Motor Speedway, and the various
memorials and museums. And, the trip to Dayton Air Force Museum, although
too brief, accordingtomost of your feedback, was a real

amazing to be able to have a panoramic photo of our group? If you still would
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like to obtain a copy of that photo, justletme know—-1 “m sur e
purchase one. And, we will, of course, retain a copy for our archives.

On Sunday, our Church service was well attended and very moving, as we
listened to a wonderful sermon by our chaplain, Robert Oliver. And, what a
pleasure it was to have the music of Mary Ellen Pankratz on the keyboard and
her husband, Raye, violinist for the Indianapolis Symphony Orchestra. And, if
that wasn®“t spectacul ar enough, we
violinist from San Diego, who joined Mary Ellen and Raye to form a trio. As
most of you know, our chaplaln and our musicians are all second-generation
family members of 376" veterans!

The banquet on Sunday night turned out to be the grand finale of the
wonderful reunion.
of Indianapolis. And, our last minute dinner speaker, Dr. Tobi Malachi, did not
disappoint. What an exciting and motlvatlng talk he gave — all focused on
appreciation of the service of the 376" veterans. And, on a somber note, the
Final Fly-By, read by Marty Goldfarb, with violin accompaniment provided by
Raye Pankratz, gave us an opportunity to pause and pay our respects to the
wonderful men of the 376" who passed on during the past year. We will never
forget them.

And, as we concluded by singing the words of the Army Air Corps Song, we
plan to meet again next year at the 2012 reunion in Austin, Texas.

The success of the 2011 reunion can be attributed to many who gave their
time and generosity. Special thanks go to:

you
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It was fun and uplifting to be entertained by the Irish Dancers
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MareEllenlandeRaye Panlraz—rfor help in planning, fos assembling fvelcorhee s e

gifts, arranging travel refreshments, and for sharing their musical talents
Kenny and Cindy Hebert — for invaluable assistance for registration, record-
keeping, finances, and logistics — we could not have done it without you!
Frank and Annemarie Kuehn — for sponsoring our special guest Markus
Reisner

Marty Goldfarb — for presentation of the Final Fly-By

tTravdstand Hahoéd Maness, Kim and Cass Hobbs — for help with
drahspprtation, coordinatn and general assistance for special needs.

Jack and Miriam Oliver — for their wisdom and help in planning and for
assistance with registration

Robert Oliver — for his service as 376" chaplain, and for organizing the Sunday

worship service, his sermon and banquet invocation and benediction

Father Richard Trainor — for his special prayers at the welcome reception, the
Friday night banquet and at the general meeting

Matt Shuler - who arranged our banquet speaker

Steve Thompson — for sharing his musical talent as a violinist.

Sandy Steele — for her continued dedication and hard work as editor of the
Intelligencer.

Pai Cléndemin k myawifedandico-ne

wioneplariner Kuehn for

Finally, | want to thank YOU, the 376" veterans, who shared your stories and

allowed us to celebrate your history.
| am indeed privileged to be able to honor you.
And,

treat. wasn-®t

Ed@éndenin, President



2011 Reunion Memories/Stories

x A post card from Holley Midgley to Ed Clendinen:

AiYou did it Ed.
good time. We surely did.

| was pleased that my Son wanted to join. He really never knew what | did in
the war. Now he does.

We got home to find that we had 11 inches of rain. If we could just send
Texas a little. See you in Austin.o

You put on a

x Travis & Harold Maness share their favorite memo r i from thi

reunion:
il

es

When Russ Eaglin from the Mayor's
office presented the medals to the veterans
it was extremely emotional for me. To
recognize the veterans in that way was
extra special. | just wish | could have
received one for my Dad since he was
unable to attend. | was also privileged to
help Kim and Cass Hobbs with
transportation for the veterans and their
families to and from the airport. This has
created memories that will be

@j unforgettable...you get the chance to do a one-

on-one that doesn't always happen during the

reunions, and the love they give you for a simple
ride is something to be cherished. Walking down
the hall at the hotels you get hugs and smiles that
will last forever. One veteran said | will never be
able to repay you and | told him that if it wasn't for
him, | wouldn't have the privilege of doing this.
We are just returning a little thanks and
appreciation. And to be with all the friends we
have made over the years...when you leave the
reunion you wonder sometimes if you will ever
see them again. We never know year to year
what direction our life will take. Every year | can't
wait to see old and new friends that are made each year.

x  FromKimHobbs—Her e" s a n oavelunteer gneet at tiieraigoont:

| went to pick up Martin Goldfarb at the airport and was surprised when | saw
him waiting on the sidewalk talking to a man named Art. Art was a in Burma, |
believe, during WWII. He was in a concentration camp and remembere

the B -24s flying overhead. When he was released after the war he remembered
being able to walk onto a base and right into a hangar where he saw P51s
inside and talked to the airmen and touched the planes. He was very moved, in

d seeing
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year

talking to Martin, t o express his feeling of gratitude towards the veterans for

their service. He came to the hospitality room at the hotel and he listened in on

our speaker Friday night and was gracious and thankful that the veterans

shared their time and friendship with him at the reunion. | hope we can stay in

touch with him.

n k
-Roeters

on. I t hi
--- On Tue, 9/13/11, Arthur Smit

that everyon
<pby5al952@att.net> wrote:
From: Arthur Smit - Roeters <pby5al1952@att.net>
Subject: B -24 Reunion
To: "K. Hobbs" <mrkimhobbs@yahoo.com>
Cc: "Arthur Smit  -Roeters " <pby5al952@att.net>
Date: Tuesday, September 13, 2011, 3:30 PM
S

Hello Kim,

| have sent the following text to my aviation friends and | received
some amazing responses. | wish that | could have tape -recorded the
stories told to me.

How fortunat e | am to have met you men at the airport.

Thanks again for inviting me to this big event.

Best,
Art

Wednesday, August 31, 2011, a great day for an Airport
Ambassador - | noticed that an elderly gentleman needed assistance. He said
that his flight arrived early and friends were going to pick him up. | suggested to
wait at curbside, “In case theegyodon"
standing outside by looking through the big glass sliding doors. A delay is
possible since road repairs are in progress all over Indianapolis. In case of last
resort you can take the Green Line Downtown shuttle for a bargain price of
$3.50, with proper age identification. Your Marriott Downtown hotel is one of the
dropof f points. You c anlintenddde¢osstay with hindoa &
short time and assured him that here in Indianapolis people will help him
cheerfully in giving him directions.

| started conversation with trivia. Somehow we drifted off into the topic of
flying. | mentioned to him that | flew on board of converted, for civilian use,
Catalina PBY-5A flying boats in Indonesia as a steward. His eyes went wide
open and then he said, “You did
days he never saw a PBY-5A, but he knew that they were flying sea rescue
missions and were well known for their long range reconnaissance flights. He
joined the USAAF (still USAAF at that time) when he was 18. He received
training to fly on B-29s and was later transferred as a navigator/ bombardier (21
years old) to his new assignment flying B-24s in the Mediterranean. He
mentioned that if you were over 26 years old the recruiters would not even talk to
you. The words Mediterranean and B-24s made me ask him if he was part of the
15th Air Force. Yes, he flew with squadron 515 of bomb group 376. He went on
telling me that he was going to a reunion and join up with 25 of his flying buddies.
He said that attendance went down over the years.
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Since | know some of the history of the 15th Air Force | asked him if his
squadron was always escorted by the Tuskegee Airmen flying in their Red Tail P-
51 Mustangs. Quietly mg daife)! """ Hes,
a plane to the enemy flying their Bf-109s and Bf-110s. He went on telling me that
the Red Tail (bomber crews called them "Red-Tail Angels") pilots were the cream
of the crop in terms of their flying skills, fearlessness, patriotism, and college
level background. | then asked him if he participated in the low level bombing
raids on the Ploesti refineries in Romania. Yes, he sure did. The
German FliegerAbwehrKanone (flak) threw everything they had at them. The sky
was full of white, black, and green bursts and later became obscured by the
black smoke of burning oil tanks. They bombed Ploesti a few more times. Later
on the Germans blanketed the area with a smoke screen. Enough damage was
done, besides, the 15th Air Force tried to spare civilians.

Two of his friends arrived. We; Marty Goldfarb (my visitor who was a
bombardier/ navigator), Kim Hobbs from Oklahoma (2nd generation), and
Randall Kowalke from Alaska (bombardier/navigator) kept reminiscing at
curbside for another few minutes. They invited me to join them: for the reception
that evening, banquet on Friday evening, a pilgrimage on Saturday to the Dayton
Air Force Museum to see Strawberry Bitch (a 15th Air Force B-24 which survived
WWII), and just sharing tales on Sunday. | went on Friday, but as | expected the
banquet was fully booked. There were about 30 survivors with or without their
spouses and about 40 2nd and 3rd generation people present. The latter group
keeps growing since they want to keep the history of their fathers alive. As a
matter of fact they are now the ones who set up all the reunions and edit the
newsletters. Since | came in early | used my time with listening to tales and
browsing through all the memorabilia on display. After the banquet | joined the
group and listened to a speaker, a historian, from Austria. His talk was about B-
24s leveling a sprawling Bf-109 factory, a marshalling yard, and other factories
which were heavily defended by flak. They had to do precision bombing since all
the targets were concentrated in a city (Wiener Neustadt) with a population of
40,000 people at that time. Civilian casualties were minimal. The city, now
inhabited by 39,000 people was completely rebuilt with a new layout of roads.
The city was on the route to Vienna, which meant that if the B-24s could not find
the targets they unloaded the bombs on the way back. The speaker talked about:
B-24 actions and their crews, Bf-109 and Bf-110 tactics and losses. The
dangerous Bf-110s had Schrage Musik installed (upward firing cannon). Towards
the end of the war German pilots with only 18 flight hours were assigned to fly
fighter planes. The speaker provided a lot of statistics.

Before | went home | spent more time listening to mind-boggling stories.
| wished that Faye, widow of Tuskegee Airman Lt. Col. McDaniels, was there to
hear the testimonials, as told to me, by many of the B-24 crew members. A crew
member showed me a
Alexander Jefferson (Lt. Col., USAF, Ret.). | have it now on loan from the library.
Jefferson was shot down over Toulon Harbor. By the way, this fighter group
earned 150 Distinguished Flying Crosses (a few later upgraded to Medal of
Honor), one Legion of Merit, one Silver Star, and more.

In June 1944 Jefferson"s class of Bl ack
black 332nd Fighter Group at Ramitelli Air Base, in southwestern Italy. The
332nd was known as t hetheréd-pahntedtails df the'
planes. Jefferson arrived just as the group was transitioning from P-47
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pilots

because

Thunderbolt to P-51 Mustang fighters. The 332nd became famous for its close-
escort of B-17 and B-24 formations. On August 12, 1944, after completing

stqfhuay r © aighmah gseort and figkteér-bomber missions, Jefferson was shot down on his

nineteenth mission while attacking radar stations at Toulon Harbor. Ironically, he
usually had better treatment and respect as a prisoner of war (POW) from his
Nazi captors than he had from the white racists at home.

Did | experience any overt racism or general resentment on the part of the
white POWs? Understandably, | felt an undercurrent of hesitancy and a kind of
guarded inquisitiveness. Some of these men had been prisoners for more than
two years and had no idea that blacks were now pilots and officers in the Army
Air Corps. This was strange to them, but one day a new prisoner, a B-17
crewman arrived in the prison camp, Stalag Luft Ill. When he spotted me, he ran

over,grabbedandhugged me, and exclaimed, “You-“r
Red Tails are the bestdamned unit!| f t he Red Tails had bee
made it home! You guys saved our assessomanyt i mes” After t hat

the reputation of the 332nd Fighter Group spread throughout the camp.
| stopped by again on Sunday evening to listen to more stories. The
organizers and B-24 crews were very nice to me. They invited me to come to
their reunion in Austin ngmspthatywasin. It s
company with men in their late 80s or early 90s. What history! Some were very
sharp, others showed a lot of wear and tear. One airman shared accounts and
photos with me. All in all it was a very moving experience. It was a privilege for
me, a WWII teenager, to be-vyearmladesmpany of
Art

x  NEW ASSOCIATE MEMBERS AT REUNION:

LARRY BUCK
DON BUCK

RICHARD TRAINOR JR.

WILLIAM TRAINOR

RANDALL KOWALKE

HOLLEY MIDGLEY JR.

PAMELA PREECE

MARSHA BURNS

DICK MAGALSKI

JACK EDER

JOANN FAUGHT

MARGIE COX

ARTHUR SMIT -ROETERS

TONY COORLIN

NEW OLD VETERAN FACES AT REUNION:
ANMTHONYtC@QRLIND y

ROBERT WOLDRING

RICHARD TRAINOR

DONALD BUCK

SONNER FAUGHT

was sent oversees to join the all

of




Hi st oriands Col umn

In the last issue of the Intelligencer, | wrote about a mission to bomb

the German Headquarters that Bush Cole remembered. Bush could
not recall some of the details except that it was in early 1944 and that

the planes did not carry enough gas to return to base. |asked if any
one remembered that mission.

Well, one of you did. | got a call from Bob Clancey, son -in-law of Harry

T. Wilkinson.  Harry was the nose gunner on Al Hintenach's crew.

According to Harry, the mission was April 14, 1944 and consisted of 18
planes. Their assigned target was Breslau, Poland. They ran into a
weather front, just as Bush remembered, and returned to base. The

official record does not show any mission on April 14. Nor does the
group diary note any group of planes taking o ff or returning to base.
The lack of mention of the mission supports the "secrecy" of the

mission.

So thanks to both Bush and Harry (and Bob) for the information on the
mission.

On a personal note, Bob brought Harry to the USAF Museum on the

Saturday th at the o .
\ -

Association visited
the Museum during
this year's reunion.
As noted above,
Harry was a member
of Al Hintenach's
crew. Al's crew was
a part of a group of
crews known as the
Pomeroy Group. The
crews formed
together, shipped
overseas together,
and a rrived at the
376 together. My
dad and crew were members of the Pomeroy Group, and Harry
remembered my father. This was a very meaningful meeting for me.
Harry recalled that the name of the troop ship which transported the
Pomeroy Group to Casablancawa s the "HMS Andes."  Harry's
recollection confirms Bob Mellinger's "History of Burton's crew," which
can be found on the Association's web site.

This is a picture of Harry and | taken at Dayton, in front of the
Strawberry Bitch.
Ed Clendenin, Historian

Matters of Interest
Mr. Hobbs:

| am not sure who to send this notice.
with the right person?

Would you please help me by sharing it

My father, Jack P. Eldridge passed away on September 5, 2 011. He has
attended your reunions for years. He was well enough until just a few weeks
before his death. He was a navigatoron B -24s in World War Il, and then
joined the US Air Force Reserve a few years after being released from the Army
Air Corps. He served a total of 27 years and attained the rank of Colonel.
information is available at www.affoplano.com , click on Jack Eldridge in the
right -hand menu.

Thanks to all those he knew in Liberand 0s. He loved getting together.

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkhkkkhkkkkkkkkhkkkhkkk

From Mrs. James Olson:
| just received the information on the 376 " Heavy Bomb Group Reunion.

My husband, James H. Olson and | attended many of these functions, but sadly
he passed away on  November 24 ™, 2011. His Liberandos book is passed on to
our son Peder.

My thoughts and prayers are with you all to have a great reunion.

From Holley Midgley:

| am the bearer of more bad news. My pilot, Samuel Dawson Rose
away on June 2. His wife sent me a copy of the obituary.

, passed

He was a little younger than me, having turned 91 in May. We both were on our
26" mission when we were shot down on July 16, 1943. We spent almost two
years in prisons in Italy and Germany. We were inthe 514 ™ squadron and
made 1 * Lt. just days before our last mission.

| look forward to seeing you in Indy in September.

More


http://www.affoplano.com/

LIFE MEMBESHIPS

In keeping with the annual dues,
$15.00/year, payable two years at a time,
passed by the Membership at the 2000
Seattle, WA reunion, the current dues for
Life Membership are as follows. This
scale applies only to members purchasing
Life Membership after publication of the
Jan/Feb/Mar 1989 issue of the
Intelligencer. For more details contact
Kenney Hebert, Treasurer, at 985-876-
1959.

2011-2012 DUES PAYMENTS
Send your dues payments for the
years 2011 and 2012 to the Treasurer,
Kenney Hebert. Kenney is always
updating and editing the official mailing
list. Dues for regular memberships are
$30.00 for the next two years. Your dues
help defray the expenses of the
Intelligencer and also are used for
operational costs to administer the
Association. Check your identification
number on the label affixed to the back

cover of this issue. If the number begins | Age Cost
with8or9, i tds time to
check for $30.00. Your new identification | 7077 & oo $105.
number will begin with 11, indicating you TS7 9 i $85
are pald up. B O+ i
CHECK YOUR IDENTIFICATION NUMBERS
First letter/digit (Dues paid Second letter/digit Third and
status) (Date be%jnning service subsequent
in 376" / HALPRO) letter/digit(s)
(Squadron)
1=2011 0 = Unknown
2=2012 1 = First Prov. Gr
3=2013 2 =512 Sqrd.
4 =2014 3 =513 Sqrd.
L = Life Member 4 =514 Sqrd.
Y = Widow 5 =515 Sqrd.
X = non-paid 6 = Group
Z = Freebie 7 = 47" Wing
8 = 58" Service Sqrd.
9 = HALPRO
A = Associate
H = Honorary

LIFE MEMBER VOLUNTARY DONATIONS

A motion was made and passed at the General Membership meeting in Colorado
Springs relating to voluntary life member contributions. It was suggested that
current life members contribute $10 or more to ensure adequate funding of the
Associations General Fund. Send your voluntary contributions to Kenney
Hebert.

Your identification number can be found on the mailing label affixed to the front of
the envelope your Intelligencer came in. If your dues are not current and you wish to
continue receiving the Intelligencer, please send your membership dues to Kenney
Hebert by December 31, 2011. Otherwise, as your membership renewal approaches,
please send your dues to Kenney by April 15 of your renewal year.
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Ed Clendenin

Travis Maness

Kim Hobbs

!\

Kenney Hebert Cindy Hebert

OFFICERS, DIRECTORS, APPOINTEES, AND SQUADRON
REPRESENTATIVES FOR 2011-2012

OFFICERS

Ed Clendenin, President 512
PMB 10, PO Box 3000

Georgetown, TX 78627

Travis Maness, 1% V.P. 513
1031 Thurmond St.
North Augusta, SC 29841

Kim Hobbs, 2™ V.P. 513
P.O. Box 662
Hennessey, OK 73742

Kenney Hebert, Sec/Treas 515
208 Hamner Dr., Houma, LA 70364

Cindy Hebert, Asst. Sec/Treas 515
208 Hamner Dr., Houma, LA 70364

APPOINTEES
Sandy Steele, Intelligencer Editor 512
1117 Rd 52, Pasco, WA 99301

Tara Hudson, Legal Advisor
880 Sandpiper Nest
Choctaw, OK 73020

Peter Rosser, Web Master 512
655 W. Sexton Road
Sebastopol, CA 95472

Charles Yates, Group Advisor 514
6513 Winifred Dr., Ft. Worth, TX 76133

Rev. Robert Oliver, Chaplain 513
2448 Lakewood Dr.
Grand Prairie, TX 75054

Jack Oliver, Bylaws Chairperson 513
5890 W. 436 FM, Belton, TX 76513

Ed Clendenin, Historian 512
PMB 10, PO Box 3000
Georgetown, TX 78627

SQUADRON REPS
Arpad Marczi, Sqd. Rep 512
196 Forrest Ln

SQUADRON REPS (Cont
Kim Hobbs, Acting Sqd. Rep. 513

P.O. Box 662

Hennessey, OK 73742

Dick Miller, Sqd. Rep 514
Hellman House Apt. 410

Topton, PA 19562

John Ramey, Sqd. Rep 515

198 Kenwood Ave.
Baton Rouge, LA 70806-4517

DIRECTORS

Martin (Marty) Goldfarb, NE Region 515
34 Wagonwheel Cir, Tarrytown, NY 10591

Gary Torfin, NC Region 515
3133 88" St. NE, Monticello, MN 55362

Vaughn Steele, NW Region 512
5120 West Ct., Pasco, WA 99301

Travis Maness, SE Region 513
1031 Thurmond St., N. Augusta, SC 29841

Jack Oliver, SC Region 513
5890 W. 436 FM, Belton, TX 76513

Fred Russek, SW Region 514
300 S. Val Vista Dr. Lot 12, Mesa, AZ 85204

Charles Andrews, President “ 0,607
500 Maona Ave., Fond DulLac, WI 54935

James Wiley, President 08
349 St. Julian PI., N. Augusta SC 29860

Kim Hobbs, President “ 0,910
P.O. Box 662, Hennessey, OK 73742

Phillipsburg, NJ 28865-3543
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